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INTRODUCTION. 


The  frequent  and  interesting  allusions  to  crowns, 
in  the  Bible,  suggested  to  the  writer  the  subject  of 
the  following  pages.  He  has  endeavored  to  treat  it 
in  a  manner  attractive  and  profitable  to  children  and 
youth.  How  far  he  has  succeeded,  he  will  not 
presume  to  decide.  And  he  hopes  that  none  will  do 
it,  without  an  entire  and  careful  perusal.  To  such  a 
perusal,  he  respectfully  invites  all  into  whose  hands 
the  work  may  fall.  Should  he  be  able  to  impress 
on  the  minds  of  any,  the  comparative  worthlessness 
of  all  human  distinctions,  and  the  unspeakable  value 
of  the  honor  which  cometh  from  God  only,  he  would 
esteem  himself  crowned  far  above  the  most  exalted 
earthly  monarch. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  younger  and  less  intelligent 
class  of  readers,  it  may  be  proper  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  crowns. 

A  crown  is  a  cap  of  state,  or  an  ornament,  worn  on 
the  head,  by  kings  and  sovereign  princes,  as  a  mark 
of  regal  power  and  dignity.  It  has  also  been 
employed,  on  various  occasions,  as  a  badge  of  dis- 
tinction, honorable  station,  or  high  office.  The  high 
priest  among  the  Jews,  though  not  possessing  kingly 
authority,  wore  a  crown.  The  victor,  at  the  Grecian 
games,  was  honored  with  a  wreath,  called  a  crown, 
A  crown  was  placed  on  the  head  of  the  wife  of  the 
Persian  king.     Thus  we  learn,   Esther  2  :   17,  that 
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king  Ahasuerus  *^  set  the  royal  crown  upon  her  head, 
and  made  her  queen  instead  of  Yashti."  In  ancient 
times,  "  crowns  or  garlands  were  commonly  put  on 
the  heads  of  new-married  people.  One  of  the  parents 
S33ms  to  have  performed  it  among  the  Jews.  Amiong 
the  Greeks,  the  mother  crowned  the  bride."  An 
alJusion  to  this  custom  we  find  in  Solomon's  Song, 
3:11.  'Go  forth,  O  ye  daughters  of  Zion,  and 
behold  king  Solomon  with  the  crown  wherewith  his 
mother  crowned  him  in  the  day  of  his  espousals,  and 
in  the  day  of  gladness  of  his  heart.' 

The  first  crowns  were  very  simple,  both  in  material, 
and  form.  They  consisted  of  a  single  small  band 
drawn  around  the  head,  and  tied  behind.  Afterwards, 
another  band  was  added.  "  By  degrees  they  took 
branches  of  trees  of  divers  kinds.  At  length  they 
added  fxowers." 

''  There  was  always  a  difference,  either  in  matter 
or  form,  between  the  crowns  of  kings  and  great  men, 
and  those  of  private  persons.  The  crown  of  a  king 
was  generally  a  white  fillet  bound  about  his  forehead, 
the  extremities  whereof  being  tied  behind  the  head, 
fell  back  on  the  neck.  Sometimes  they  were  made 
of  gold  tissue,  adorned  with  jewels.  That  of  the 
Jewish  high -priest,  was  a  fillet  of  gold  placed  upon 
his  forehead,  and  tied  with  a  ribbon  of  a  hyacinth 
color,  or  azure  blue." 

When  a  crown  is  placed  on  the  head  of  a  person 
entitled  to  the  distinction,  w4th  appropriate  ceremo- 
nies, the  act  IS  called  his  coronation.  And  the  day,, 
on  which  this  occurs,  is  termed  his  coronation  day. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

COROiNATION  OF  KIjMGS. 

No  one,  whose  eye  falls  upon  these 
pages,  is  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  the 
chief  mgigistrate  of  our  nation  is  styled 
president;  and  that  he  is  elected  by 
the  people  for  a  period  of  four  years. 
All  are  aware,  also,  that  before  he  en- 
ters upon  the  duties  of  his  station,  he  is 
inaugurated,  or  introduced  into  his  of- 
fice with  appropriate  solemnities.  He 
takes  a  solemn  oath  before  God  and 
man  that  he  will  defend  the  constitution 
of  the  United   States,  and    endeavor 
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faithfully  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of 
his  high  office.  He  makes  an  address, 
in  which  he  gives,  as  far  as  he  judges 
proper,  his  views  of  his  situation  and  his 
duty.  He  points  out,  more  or  less  dis- 
tinctly and  fully,  the  course  which  he 
wishes  to  pursue.  He  invites  the  assist- 
ance and  co-operation  of  his  friends,  and 
the  people,  in  enabling  him  to  promote 
what  he  considers  to  be  their  w^elfare. 
This  is  called  his  inaugural  address. 
The  day  of  his  inauguration  is  ushered 
in  by  the  roar  of  cannon  and  the  ringing 
of  bells.  The  eye  is  saluted  with  mili- 
tary display,  pompous  processions,  and 
vast  multitudes  of  deeply  interested' 
spectators.  The  ear  is  greeted  with 
martial  music,  addresses,  shouting,  and 
noisy  mirth.  It  is,  to  the  friendly  con- 
course, a  day  of  joy  and  festivity.  And 
to  all  the  people  of  the  nation,  it  is  an 
interesting  and  important  period. 
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But,  the  reader  may  begin  to  inquire, 
what  has  this  to  do  with  coronations  ? 
Imagine,   then,   a   few  changes  in  [our 
constitution  and   form  of    government. 
Suppose  that  the  chief  magistrate,   in- 
stead of  being  elected  by  the  people  for 
a  given  period,  should  inherit  his  office 
— as  a  child  inherits  the  estate  of  a  de- 
ceased parent,  or  other  near  relative — , 
to  enjoy  it  during  life,  and  then  leave  it 
to  his  successor.     Suppose,  also,  that, 
in  addition  to  the   ceremonies  already 
noticed,,  a  rich  cap,  or  crown,   adorn- 
ed with  gold  and  choicest  gems,  were 
placed  on  his  head,  by  a  person  whose 
station  imposed  on  him  this  duty.     Then 
the  chief  magistrate,  instead  of  being 
styled  president,  would  be  styled  king, 
or  emperor.      The   nation  over  which 
he  was  placed  would  be  a  kingdom,  or 
an  empire.     The  day  of  his  induction 
to  office  would  be  coronation  day.    And 
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the  ceremonies  appropriate  to  his  induc- 
tion, would  be  called  his  coronation. 

The  coronation  of  a  king,  no  less 
than  the  inauguration  of  a  president,  is 
a  very  important  period  in  the  history  of 
a  nation.  It  is  an  occasion  of  great  re- 
joicing to  the  friends,  and  all  the  good 
subjects  of  the  person  crowned.  But, 
alas !  too  often  are  they  disappointed. 
How  often  have  whole  nations  been 
plunged  into  the  most  expensive  and 
bloody  wars,  by  wicked  rulers !  How 
often,  too,  by  those  who  wished  to  ob- 
tain supreme  authority  unlawfully,  that 
they  might  accomplish  their  object! 
How  many  have  waded  to  a  throne 
through  the  blood,  even  of  their  fathers 
and  their  brethren !  But  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  honor  and  authority  thus 
wickedly  obtained,  has  usually  been  very 
short.  Just  retribution  has  speedily 
overtaken  them.     In  their  turn,  they  too 
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have  been  obliged  to  give  place  to  oth- 
ers, perhaps  little  better  than  themselves. 
And  in  general,  their  history  is  a  strik- 
ing comment  on  the  passage,  "  The  tri- 
umphing of  the  wicked  is  short." 

Moreover,  when  kings  and  rulers  have 
obtained  their  stations  honorably,  how 
arduous  are  their  duties!  How  great 
their  anxiety  and  their  cares !  How 
goading  their  ambition!  How  corrod- 
ing their  envy  and  jealousy  !  What  vis- 
ions of  trouble  and  danger!  What 
gloomy  forebodings  of  insurrections, 
treachery  and  blood,  often  fall  to  their 
lot !  And,  at  the  best,  how  soon  must 
they,  in  common  with  their  meanest 
subjects,  fall  victims  to  the  king  of  ter- 
rors !  How  speedily  must  they  be  ush- 
ered into  the  presence  of  their  Maker, 
and  stand  before  the  dread  tribunal  of 
the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  !  At  that  try- 
ing hour,  of  what  avail  will  be  all  their 
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earthly  honors  and  distinction?  Will 
these  assist  them  to  secure  an  eternal 
crown  ?  Will  they  not,  on  the  contra- 
ry, appear  to  have  exerted  an  unfavora- 
ble influence  in  this  respect  ?  Will  not 
many,  who  were  mighty  on  earth,  see 
multitudes,  whom  they  then  despised,  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  while  they  them- 
selves are  shut  out  ?  Who,  then,  that 
regards  the  eternal  welfare  of  his  immor- 
tal soul,  w^ould  even  desire  a  royal  coro- 
nation? Who  would  not  rather  seek 
"  the  honor  that  cometh  from  God  only?''' 


CHAPTER  IL 

CORONATION  OF  VICTORS. 

Another  species  of  coronation  oc- 
curred, at  regular  intervals,  among  the 
ancient  Greeks,  in  the  days  of  their 
power  and  glory.  Games  were  institu- 
ted, in  commemoration  of  certain  real  or 
supposed  events  in  their  history ;  or,  in 
honor  of  some  imaginary  deity.  "  They 
consisted  chiefly  in  leaping,  running, 
throwing  the  discus,  or  quoit,  boxing, 
wrestling."  At  each  of  these  games,  a 
prize  was  awarded  to  the  person  who 
excelled.  This  was  simply  a  wreath  of 
laurel,  pine,  or  other  boughs,  which  was 
placed  on  the  head  of  the  victor,  with 
2^ 
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great  pomp  and  solemnity,  with  congrat- 
ulation and  joy.  Every  one  thronged 
to  see  and  congratulate  them ;  their  re- 
lations, friends,  and  countrymen,  shed- 
ding tears  of  tenderness  and  joy,  lifted 
them  on  their  shoulders  to  show  them 
to  the  crowd,  and  held  them  up  to  the 
applauses  of  the  whole  assembly, 
who  strewed  handfuls  of  jBowers  over 
them. 

Moreover,  "at  their  return  home,  they 
rode  in  a  triumphal  chariot ;  the  walls  of 
the  city  were  broken  down  to  give  them 
entrance,  and  in  many  cities  a  subsist- 
ence was  given  them  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  and  they  were  exem.pted  from 
taxes." 

The  wreath,  or  prize,  which  the  vic- 
tor received,  the  aposde  Paul  styles  a 
crown — "  a  corruptible  crown.^^  The 
boughs,  of  which  it  was  composed, 
would  soon  wither  and  fade.     And  all 
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the  honor  and  advantage,  which  it  se- 
cured for  its  possessor,  were  only  tem- 
porary. Yet,  to  secure  this,  the  com- 
petitors exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost 
of  their  ability.  They  prepared  them- 
selves for  the  contest,  by  a  long  and 
rigid  course  of  discipline  and  exercise. 
They  employed  every  lawful  means  of 
obtaining  the  crown.  And  this  was  the 
only  way  to  success.  For  the  apostle 
assures  us  that  only  "  one  receiveth  the 
prize."  And,  also,  that  none  is  "  crown- 
ed, except  he  strive  lawfully."  It  could 
not,  then,  like  the  crown  of  kings  and 
princes,  be  obtained  by  treachery  and 
blood ;  but  only  by  fair  and  honorable 
competition.  Hence  it  might,  with  pro- 
priety, be  esteemed  a  real  honor. 

It  was  a  passport  to  many  favors  dur- 
ing life.  It  was  also  the  means  of  hand- 
ing down  to  posterity,  with  distinction, 
the  name  of  its  possessor. 
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But  of  what  advantage  could  this 
coronation  be,  to  him  who  had  received 
it,  when  his  body  lay  mouldering  be- 
neath the  clods  of  the  valley,  and  his 
spirit  had  returned  "  to  God  who  gave 
it  ?"  Would  it  furnish  him  a  passport 
to  heaven  ?  Would  it,  in  the  least,  help 
him  to  a  crown  there  ?  Was  it  then 
really  worth  what  it  cost  ?  And  would 
he  be  a  wise  person,  who  should  ex- 
pend time,  strength,  property,  ease  and 
comfort,  in  attempts  to  secure  similar 
honors  ? 


CHAPTER  III. 

CORONATION  OF  THE  JEWISH  HIGH  PRIEST, 

When  God,  by  the  hand  of  Moses^ 
led  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt, 
he  took  them  under  his  own  special 
guidance.  He  gave  them  laws.  He 
directed  both  their  secular  concerns  and 
their  religious  services.  He  required 
them  to  offer  sacrifices  for  their  sins. 
He  appointed  priests  to  prepare  the  vic- 
tims for  the  altar,  and  to  perform  the 
services  of  the  tabernacle.  At  the  head 
of  their  religious  affairs,  he  placed  the 
High  Priest.  He  alone  was  to  enter  the 
most  holy  place,  once  a  year,  with  great 
solemnity,  offering  costly  sacrifices,  to 
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make  atonement  for  his  own  sins,  and 
the  sins  of  the  people. 

Among  the  badges  of  the  High 
Priest's  office,  was  a  crown,  a  plate  of 
pure  gold,  on  which  was  engraved,  Ho- 
LiJVESs  TO  THE  LoRD,  put  on  blue  lace. 
By  this  he  was  reminded,  not  only  of 
the  superior  dignity  of  his  office,  but,  of 
the  infinite  purity  of  God,  and,  conse- 
quently, his  own  obligations  to  be  sepa- 
rate from  sin,  and  wholly  devoted  to  the 
Lord. 

The  coronation  of  the  High  Priest 
was  most  solemn  and  impressive.  He 
was  first  washed  with  water,  the  symbol 
of  purification.  He  was  then  covered 
with  the  holy  garments,  and  the  mitre 
was  put  upon  his  head.  Upon  that  w^as 
placed  "the  golden  plate,  the  holy 
crown."  The  altar,  with  all  its  vessels, 
and  the  head  of  the  High  Priest,  were 
then  anointed  with  oil.     After  this,  he 
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presented  a  sin-ofFering,  a  burnt-offering, 
and  an  offering  of  consecration,  or,  of 
setting  apart  to  the  service  of  God.  He 
was  not  permitted  to  go  out  of  the  door 
of  the  tabernacle  for  seven  days,  the  pe- 
riod of  his  consecration.  On  the  eighth 
day,  he  presented  a  sin-offering  for  him- 
self, and  one  for  the  people.  In  addi- 
tion to  these,  he  presented  a  burnt-of- 
fering, a  sin-ofFering,  and  a  heave-offer- 
ing. And  the  High  Priest,  "Aaron, 
lifted  up  his  hand  toward  the  people, 
and  blessed  them;  and  came  down 
from  offering  of  the  sin-offering,  and 
the  burnt-offering,  and  peace  offerings. 
And  Moses  and  Aaron  went  into  the 
tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  and  came 
out,  and  blessed  the  people :  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  all  the 
people.  And  there  came  a  fire  out  from 
before  the  Lord,  and  consumed  upon 
the  altar  the  burnt-offering  and  the  fat : 
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which,  when  all  the  people  saw,  they 
shouted,  and  fell  on  their  faces." 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  Lord  was 
present  at  this  coronation^  and  smiled 
upon  it.  Of  course,  the  office  must  have 
been  highly  honorable  and  important. 
It  brought  the  person  who  filled  it,  near 
to  God.  Hence,  it  was  favorable  to 
piety.  And  when  its  duties  were  dis- 
charged faithfully,  and  with  an  eye 
single  to  the  glory  of  God,  it  secured 
for  its  incumbent  a  glorious  crown  in 
heaven.  On  this  account,  especially,  the 
office  was  highly  desirable,  and  the  cor- 
onation a  joyful,  as  well  as  solemn, 
event  to  him  who  received  it. 

But  no  High  Priest  is  crowned  now. 
The  office  itself  ceased,  when  our  Lord 
'Jesus  Christ  the  great  High  Priest,  of- 
fered himself  a  sacrifice,  to  make  atone- 
ment for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world. 
None,  therefore,  can  be  crowned  in  this 
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manner,  however  desirable  it  may  ap- 
pear. Nor,  indeed,  is  it  essential  that 
they  should  be.  All,  whatever  be  their 
station,  who  possess  the  proper  spirit, 
will  obtain  the  eternal  crown.  And 
even  the  High  Priest  would  fail  of  ob- 
taining it,  unless  he  should  possess  that 
spirit. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

FIRST  CORONATION  OF  CHRIST. 

More  interesting  to  the  reader,  than 
any  that  have  been  described,  must  be 
the  coronations  of  the  Saviour.  At  the 
time  appointed  by  God  for  his  appear- 
ance on  earth,  there  v^as,  among  the 
Jews,  a  general  expectation,  that  a  re- 
markable person  was  soon  to  appear 
among  them.  "This  personage,  they 
supposed,  would  be  a  temporal  prince, 
and  they  were  expecting  that  he  would 
deliver  them  from  Roman  bondage." 
This  expectation,  as  was  natural,  spread 
into  other  countries.  Hence,  at  the 
time  of  his  birth,  "  there  came  wise  men 
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from  the  east  to  Jerusalem,  saying, 
Where  is  he  that  is  born  King  of  the 
Jews  ?"  Hence,  too,  Herod,  who  was 
at  that  time  king  of  Judea,  was  so  jeal- 
ous of  him,  that,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of 
his  birth,  he  determined  to  destroy  him. 
For  this  purpose,  he  sought  him  of  the 
wise  men.  For  this  purpose,  he  "  sent 
forth,  and  slew  all  the  children  that  were 
in  Bethlehem,  and  in  all  the  coasts  there- 
of, from  two  years  old  and  under."  But 
God  did  not  permit  him  to  accomplish 
his  wicked  purpose.  The  infant  Sav- 
iour escaped,  and  remained  unnoticed, 
till  he  entered  on  his  public  ministry. 
And,  even  then,  little  was  said  or  thought 
of  his  being  king,  except  when  he  mi- 
raculously fed  five  thousand,  with  "  five 
barley-loaves  and  two  small  fishes." 
Then  they  were  satisfied  that  he  was 
the  Messiah.  And  they  supposed  that 
he  was  to  be  their  king.     "  When  Jesus 
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therefore  perceived  that  they  would 
come  and  take  him  by  force,  to  make 
him  a  king,  he  departed  again  into  a 
mountain  himself  alone."  Thus,  for  a 
season  he  avoided  their  special  notice. 

A  kw  days  before  his  death,  howev- 
er, something  equivalent  to  his  corona- 
tion took  place.  It  was  at  the  time  of 
his  triumphant  entrance  into  Jerusalem. 
In  accordance  with  his  own  directions, 
his  disciples  brought  him  a  colt,  on 
which  he  was  to  ride  into  the  city.  On 
this  colt,  they  cast  their  garments,  as  a 
token  of  respect,  "  And  they  set  him 
thereon.  And  a  very  great  multitude 
spread  their  garments  in  the  way  ;  oth- 
ers cut  down  branches  from  the  trees, 
and  strewed  them  in  the  way.  And  the 
multitudes  that  went  before,  and  that 
followed,  cried,  saying,  Hosanna  to  the 
Son  of  David  !  Blessed  is  he  that  com- 
eth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord ;    Hosanna 
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in  the  highest !''  "  Blessed  be  the  king- 
dom of  our  father  David,  that  cometh  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord."  As  much  as  to 
say,  Prosperity  to  the  reign  of  David, 
now  to  be  re-established  by  his  Son, 
the  Messiah.  Immediately  he  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  high  office,  by 
purifying  the  temple.  "And  cast  out 
all  them  that  sold  and  bought  in  the 
temple." 

But  the  w^icked  chief  priests  and 
scribes,  jealous  for  their  own  honor  and 
authority,  could  not  look  with  indiffer- 
ence on  this  interesting  scene.  His 
popularity  with  the  multitude  excited 
their  hostility.  "  And  when  the  chief 
priests  and  scribes  saw  the  wonderful 
things  that  he  did,  and  the  children  cry- 
ing in  the  temple,  and  saying,  Hosanna 
to  the  Son  of  David  !  they  were  sore 
displeased,  and  said  unto  him,  Hearest 
thou  what  these  say  ?"  Just  as  though 
3^ 
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children  could  have  no  interest  in  the 
reign  of  the  Messiah  !  As  though  it  was 
wrong  for  them  to  rejoice  in  his  coming 
and  glory !  And  as  though  he  ought 
to  rebuke  them  for  their  conduct !  But 
he  confounded,  and  put  to  silence,  these 
wicked  men,  by  an  appeal  to  the  Scrip- 
tures, for  which  they  professed  to  have 
the  most  profound  reverence,  "Yea: 
have  ye  never  read,  out  of  the  mouth  of 
babes  and  sucklings  thou  hast  perfected 
praise  ?" 

Soon  the  enemies  of  Christ  succeed- 
ed in  turning  the  current  of  popular  feel- 
ing. They  first  bribed  one  of  his  pro- 
fessed disciples  to  betray  him  to  them, 
during  the  absence  of  the  multitude. 
They  then  sought  witnesses  to  testify 
against  him.  In  this  they  did  not,  at 
first,  succeed.  One  of  the  crimes,  laid 
to  his  charge,  was  blasphemy.     On  this 
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charge  they  at  last  found  two  false  wit- 
nesses. But  their  testimony  did  not 
agree.  Then  the  high  priest  endeavor- 
ed to  draw  from  the  Saviour  himself, 
something  in  reference  to  this  charge. 
"But  Jesus  held  his  peace.  And  the 
high  priest  answered  and  said  unto  him, 
I  adjure  thee  by  the  living  God,  that 
thou  tell  us  whether  thou  be  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God.  Jesus  saith  unto  him, 
Thou  hast  said :  nevertheless  I  say  unto 
you.  Hereafter  shall  ye  see  the  Son  of 
man  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power, 
and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven. 
Then  the  high  priest  rent  his  clothes, 
saying,  He  hath  spoken  blasphemy ;" — 
that  is,  he  has,  under  oath,  arrogated  to 
himself  what  belongs  to  God  ; — "  what 
further  need  have  we  of  witnesses  ? 
behold,  now  ye  have  heard  his  blasphe- 
my." And,  had  he  not  been  the  Mes- 
siah, the  charge  would  have  been  true. 
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They  arrogantly  assumed  that  he  was 
not,  and  then  called  his  testimony,  that 
he  loas  so,  blasphemy  itself.  Where- 
as, he  only  bore  witness  to  the  truth. 

Another  crime  laid  to  the  charge  of 
our  Saviour,  was  an  attempt  to  overturn 
the  government.  "  And  they  began  to 
accuse  him,  saying.  We  found  this  fel- 
low perverting  the  nation,  and  forbid- 
ding to  give  tribute  to  Cesar,  saying, 
that  he  himself  is  Christ,  a  king."  That 
he  was  king  he  did  not  deny.  But  he 
declared,  "My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world.''  And,  in  proof  of  his  assertion, 
adds,  "If  my  kingdom  were  of  this 
world,  then  would  my  servants  fight, 
that  I  should  not  be  delivered  to  the 
Jews ;  but  now  is  my  kingdom  not  from 
hence."  This,  however,  did  not  satisfy 
his  enemies.  They  had  accused  him  of 
a  design  to  usurp  the  Jewish  throne,  and 
they  were  determined  not  to  relinquish 
their  ground. 
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In  order,  it  would  seem,  to  excite  the 
multitude  still  more,  and,  to  add  insult 
to  injury,  the  soldiers  went  through  a 
mock  ceremony  of  coronation.  They 
"  platted  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  put  it 
on  his  head,  and  they  put  on  him  a  pur- 
ple robe,  and  said.  Hail,  king  of  the 
Jews !  and  they  smote  him  with  their 
hands.''  How  unlike  this,  to  the  treat- 
ment which  he  had  received  but  a  few 
days  before !  How  cruel !  How  dis- 
graceful! How  wicked!  "And  after 
that  they  had  mocked  him,  they  took 
the  robe  oft  from  him,  and  put  his  own 
raiment  on  him,  and  led  him  away  to 
crucify  him."  Yes;  they  placed  him 
between  two  thieves^  as  a  fit  person  to 
suffer  and  die  with  them.  They  nailed 
him  to  a  cross^  to  die  there  in  agony. 

Thus  ended  the  second  coronation  of 
our  Saviour.  Surely  no  one  would  wish 
to  be  crowned  in  this   manner.     And 


30  THIRD    CORONATIOxN    OF    CHRIST. 

yet,  who  would  not  choose  his  situation, 
rather  than  that  of  those  who  treated 
him  in  a  manner  so  shameful  and  wick- 
ed? But  they  will  yet  meet  him  at  his 
dread  tribunal,  to  answer  for  their  con- 
duct tow^ards  him.  Then^  how^  will  they 
wish  that  they  had  not  been  there  !  But 
it  wall  be  of  no  avail.  The  deed^  with 
wicked  hands,  they  have  done.  The 
reward  of  that  deed  of  infamy,  they 
must  receive. 

But  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemies  of 
Christ,  to  destroy  him,  were  utterly  vain. 
They  only  prepared  the  way  for  his 
being  crowned  in  a  most  glorious  and 
exalted  manner.  For,  though  he  died 
on  the  cross  and  his  body  w^as  laid  in 
the  sepulchre,  "  it  was  not  possible  that 
he  should  be  holden  of"  death.  He 
arose.  He  ascended  on  high.  He  led 
captivity  captive.     He  received  gifts  for 
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men.  He  was  honored  with  a  corona- 
tion the  reverse  of  the  one  last  men- 
tioned ;  far  superior  to  the  first  men- 
tioned. In  the  language  of  the  apostle 
Paul,  he  was  "  crowned  with  glory  and 
honor." 

Yes,  the  Saviour  reigns.  He  is  King 
in  Zion — King  of  saints.  His  kingdom 
is  established,  that  it  cannot  be  moved. 
It  has  extended ;  it  is  now  extending ; 
it  will  continue  to  extend,  until  it  shall 
fill  the  whole  earth.  In  its  advance- 
ment, it  will  subdue  and  blot  out  every 
opposing  kingdom.  He  will  put  all 
enemies  under  his  feet.  All  that  refuse 
to  submit  to  his  authority,  he  will  utterly 
destroy. 

Is  not  this  a  desirable  coronation  ?  I 
do  not  ask  you,  my  readers,  whether 
you  would  be  crowned  instead  of  Christ. 
This  would  be  very  improper.  But, 
would  you  not  like  to  assist  in  such  a 
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coronation  ?  This  you  may,  in  a  meas- 
ure, do,  by  honoring  the  Saviour.  Would 
you  not  also  be  crowned  with  him  ?  In 
due  time,  I  will  endeavor  to  point  out 
the  way  in  which  you  may  be  thus 
crowned.  But,  at  present,  I  must  con- 
fine myself  to  other  coronations. 


CHAPTER  V. 

FIGURATIVE  CORONATIONS. 

The  last  coronation  of  Christ,  as  the 
reader  must  have  noticed,  was  in  its 
nature  different  from  both  his  others.  It 
also  differed,  essentially,  from  any  that 
have  been  described.  In  it,  no  mention 
was  made  of  gold,  or  branches  of  trees. 
There  is  no  allusion  to  wreaths,  or  royal 
garments.  No  imposing  ceremonies  are 
spoken  of,  no  procession  is  formed.  No 
shouts  of  applause  are  heard.  The 
expression,  "crowned  with  glory  and 
honor,"  is  figurative.  It  means  that  he 
received  honor  and  glory.  He  is  exalt- 
ed as  a  king.  He  has  "  a  name  which 
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is  above  every  name/'  He  is  honored 
and  obeyed.  He  is  worshipped  and 
adored.  He  has  multitudes  of  willing 
subjects,  ever  ready  to  do  him  homage. 

The  Bible  abounds  in  descriptions  of 
figurative  coronations.  The  Psalmist, 
speaking  of  what  God  has  done  for  man, 
says,  "For  thou  hast  made  him  a  little 
lower  than  the  angels,  and  hast 
crowned  him  with  glory  and  honor. 
Thou  madest  him  to  have  dominion 
over  the  works  of  thy  hands."  That 
is,  this  superiority  of  man,  this  intelli- 
gence and  power,  this  dominion  over 
inferior  creatures, — "  All  sheep  and 
oxen,  yea,  and  the  beasts  of  the  field : 
the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  the  fish  of  the 
sea," — all  this  constitutes  his  honorable 
and  glorious  crown. 

Again,  the  Psalmist  calls  upon  his 
soul  to  bless  the  Lord,  "  who  crowneth 
thee  with   loving-kindness  and  tender 
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mercies," — who  bestows  upon  thee,  or 
who  honors  thee  with  "  loving-kindness 
and  tender  mercies."  Again,  "Thou 
crownest — honorest  or  favorest — the 
year  with  thy  goodness. 

Solomon  says,  "  The  hoary  head  is  a 
crown  of  glory,  if  it  be  found  in  the  way 
of  righteousness."  As  much  as  to  say, 
old  age  and  gray  hairs  are  honorable 
when  pure  religion  controls  the  heart 
and  the  life.  Again,  "  the  prudent  are 
crowned  with  knowledge."  Knowledge 
is  their  honor,  or  ornament.  "They 
shall  have  the  praise  of  it,  and  be  as  if 
crowned." 

Many  similar  passages  might  be  pre- 
sented. But  I  prefer  to  confine  myself 
to  those  only  that  speak  of  two  figura- 
tive coronations^  on  which  I  propose,  at 
some  length,  to  dwell.  And,  I  trust, 
that  in  each  of  these,  all  my  youthful 
readers  will  earnestly  strive  to  enjoy  a 
part. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

CORONATION  OF  PARENTS. 

In  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  it  is 
written,  "Children's  children  are  the 
crown  of  old  men;  and  the  glory  of 
children  are  their  fathers."  My  readers 
need  not  be  reminded,  that  the  expres- 
sion, "  children's  children,"  is  equivalent 
to  grand-children.  And,  we  may  fa- 
miliarly explain  the  whole  passage  in  the 
following  manner.  Young  persons  are, 
or  may  become,  a  great  honor  or  orna- 
ment to  their  aged  parents  and  grand- 
parents. Aged  people,  also,  may  be  a 
great  honor,  or  ornament,  to  their  youth- 
ful posterity.     Or,  in  the  language  of 
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that  excellent  commentator,  Henry,  "It 
is  an  honor  to  parents,  when  old,  to 
leave  children,  and  children's  children, 
growing  up,  that  tread  in  the  steps  of 
their  virtues,  and  are  likely  to  maintain 
and  advance  the  reputation  of  their  fam- 
ilies. It  is  an  honor  to  a  man  to  live  so 
long  as  to  see  his  children's  children,  to 
see  his  house  built  up  in  them,  and  to 
see  them  likely  to  serve  their  genera- 
tion according  to  the  will  of  God ;  this 
crowns  and  completes  his  comfort  in 
this  world. 

It  is  an  honor  to  children  to  have  wise 
and  godly  parents,  and  to  have  them 
continued  to  them,  even  after  they  are 
themselves  grown  up  and  settled  in  the 
w^orld.  Those  are  unnatural  children 
who  reckon  aged  parents  a  burden,  and 
think  they  live  too  long;  whereas,  if 
the  children  be  wise  and  good,  it  is  as 
much  their  honor  as  can  be,  that  there- 
4^ 


38  CORONATION    OF    PARENTS. 

by  they  are  comforts  to  parents  in  the 
unpleasant  days  of  old  age." 

But  how  may  young  persons  become 
a  crown,  or  an  honor,  to  their  parents 
and  grand-parents?  I  answer,  they 
may  do  it,  by  their  good  conduct.  They 
may  do  it,  by  taking  heed  to  the  wise 
counsels  of  parents  and  grand-parents ; 
by  cheerfully  obeying  their  commands  ; 
by  anticipating  their  wishes,  and  con- 
stantly endeavoring  to  minister  to  all 
their  necessities. 

Every  young  person  knows  what  hap- 
piness it  gives  his  parents,  to  see  him  do 
what  is  right;  to  notice  his  constant 
efforts  to  gratify  their  wishes;  to  expe- 
rience the  effects  of  his  kindness,  filial 
affection,  esteem  and  honor.  This  is,  at 
least,  one  great  joy  of  their  hearts.  This 
will  often  turn  even  their  sorrow  into 
joy.  This  will  render  home  pleasant, 
and  the  family  circle  happy.     Such  con- 


CORONATION    OF    PARENTS.  39 

duct,  on  the  part  of  children,  encoura- 
ges parfents  to  hope  that  they  are  not 
living  in  vain ;  but  are  training  up  those, 
v^ho,  should  their  lives  be  spared,  will 
become  ornaments  to  society,  and  bless- 
ings to  the  world.  It  also  brightens  the 
parent's  prospects  for  the  future.  It 
encourages  them  to  hope  for  support, 
under  the  accumulating  infirmities  of 
age.  If  poor,  they  have  no  gloomy 
apprehensions  of  being  left,  in  the  de- 
cline of  life,  destitute  and  forsaken. 
They  feel  that  they  have  those  on 
whom,  under  God,  they  can  lean  for 
consolation  and  support. 

Having  such  present  enjoyment  in 
their  children,  and  such  cheering  pros- 
pects for  the  future,  wdth  what  proud 
and  haughty  monarch  on  his  throne, 
would  the  most  humble  parent  exchange 
circumstances?  What  wreath  of  lau- 
rel, or  what  crown  of  gold,  with  all  its 
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attendant  advantages,  would  the  most 
poor  and  obscure  accept  as  a  substitute  ? 
Are  they  not  already  crowned?  And 
was  not  their  coronation  glorious  ?  And 
what  child  would  not  enjoy  the  un- 
speakable privilege,  of  being  such  a 
crown  to  his  parents— of  assisting  in 
such  a  coronation  ? 

Here  permit  me  to  illustrate,  by  a  few 
examples,  the  nature  of  that  filial  obedi- 
ence and  esteem,  which  may  be  consid- 
ered a  crown  to  parents.  Not  long 
since,  I  read  of  a  boy  whose  mother 
called  to  him  for  something,  while  he 
w^as  engaged  in  play.  But  he  took  no 
notice  of  her.  She  called  again.  Still 
he  continued  at  his  play.  Then  she 
called  more  earnestly,  and  he  w^as  obli- 
ged to  go.  So  he  went,  muttering  and 
whining,  to  do  what  his  mother  requir- 
ed of  him.  Now^  did  this  little  boy  re- 
ally obey  his  mother  1     Was  he  a  crown 
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to  her  ?  Did  she  feel  honored  by  him  1 
And  were  either  of  them  happy  in  view 
of  such  conduct  as  this  ?  Why  not  ? 
Simply  because  it  was  not  filial  obedi- 
ence ;  but  only  the  obedience  of  a  slave, 
or  a  criminal. 

Sometimes  children  ask  their  parents 
for  favors,  which  they  cannot  consistent- 
ly grant.  "Little  Emeline  once  said  to 
her  mother,  ^  Mother,  I  want  to  go  to 
aunt  Mary's  to-day.'  Her  mother  re- 
plied, '  I  do  not  think,  my  dear,  that  it 
will  be  best  for  you  to  go  to-day.  Your 
aunt  is  quite  ill,  and  the  doctor  says  she 
must  be  quiet.  You  had  better  wait, 
and  go  at  some  future  time,  when  your 
aunt  is  able  to  see  you.'  Emeline  was 
displeased,  and  w^ent  away  pouting  and 
jerking  her  shoulders  up,  and  behaved 
very  naughty.  And  this  was  very  un- 
pleasant. A  stranger  was  present,  and 
her  mother  was   very  much  ashamed  of 
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her.''  I  need  not  ask  whether  that  little 
girl  was  a  crown  to  her  mother.  What 
did  that  stranger  think  ?  And  what  do 
strangers  always  thinks  when  they  notice 
such  conduct  in  children?  No  w^onder,, 
then,  that  her  mother  was  ashamed  of 
her.  Every  mother  would  be  ashamed 
in  such  circumstances.  And  if  crowned 
at  all,  it  would  be  a  crown  of  shame. 

Now  I  will  relate  a  different  story. 
"  Litrie  Henry  was  very  anxious  to  go 
to  town  and  see  the  soldiers.  Many 
other  boys  were  going.  His  mother 
asked  him  to  think  of  it  till  the  next 
morning.  The  night  appeared  very  long 
to  little  Henry.  So  he  arose  very  early 
and  went  to  his  mother,  and  as  soon  as 
possible  sat  by  her  and  said,  '  Mother^ 
may  I  go  V  His  mother  replied,  '  I 
have  been  looking  at  the  matter  very 
seriously.  You  know"  it  always  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  gratify  your  de- 
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sires,  when  I  can  do  it  consistently  with 
your  best  good,  and  my  high  obligations 
as  a  parent.  But  in  this  instance,  I  am 
persuaded  that  neither  your  good  nor 
my  duty  can  be  accomplished  by  grant- 
ing your  request,  I  think  you  had  bet- 
ter not  go.  There  are  so  many  acci- 
dents occurring  on  such  public  days, 
that  I  am  afraid  you  might  get  hurt,  or 
killed ;  and  even  if  you  did  not,  I  should 
all  the  day  be  worrying  about  you.' 
Litde  Henry  showed  no  displeasure,  but 
listened  with  close  attention  ;  and,  when 
his  mother  had  done,  said,  ^Well, 
mother,  I  suppose  you  know  best.  I 
have  always  been  happiest  when  I  have 
obeyed  you  ;  and  so  I  will  stay  at  home ; 
for  if  I  should  go,  and  know  that  you 
were  displeased,  I  should  not  take  any 
comfort.  I  should  be  very  happy  to  go 
and  see  the  soldiers,  but  I  much  prefer 
to  obey  you.' "     He  adhered  to  his  res- 


44  CORONATION    OF    PARENTS. 

olution,  and  was  happy  through  the 
day. 

And  now,  who  is  not  ready  to  ex- 
claim, little  Henry  was  a  crown  to  his 
mother?  Was  she  not  happy  in  the 
conduct  of  her  child  1  Was  she  not 
honored  by  it  ?  But  suppose  he  had, 
like  some  children,  kept  teazing  her  to 
let  him  go,  and  had  been  offended  at 
her,  because  she  felt  it  her  duty  to  keep 
him  at  home  1  Would  not  both  of  them 
have  been  very  unhappy  ?  Would  not 
his  poor  mother  have  wept  over  him? 
Would  she  not  have  trembled,  at  the 
thought  of  what  he  would  probably 
become,  in  future  life  ? 

May  I  add,  should  the  eye  of  a  moth- 
er rest  on  this  narrative,  let  her  copy  the 
spirit  which  it  exhibits,  whenever  she 
attempts  to  instruct  and  restrain  her 
children.  And  let  every  parent  feel, 
that  much  of  his  future  happiness,  so  far 
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as  his  children  are  concerned,  is  sus- 
pended upon  his  present  management 
of  them. 

Again,  if  children  would  be  the  crown 
of  their  parents,  they  must  always  con- 
duct with  modesty  and  propriety,  when 
away  from  home,  and  in  the  presence 
of  strangers.  They  must  always  speak 
kindly,  and  affectionately,  of  their  pa- 
rents. They  must  make  it  evident  to 
all,  that  they  honor  them.  They  must, 
also,  treat  their  companions,  and  all  oth- 
er persons,  with  great  kindness  and 
respect.  They  must  manifest  proper 
regard  and  reverence  for  those  who  are 
older,  and  wiser,  than  themselves.  Such 
conduct  will  secure  for  them  the  respect, 
confidence,  and  esteem,  of  all  who  be- 
hold them.  It  will  convey  the  impres- 
sion, that  their  parents  have  been  faith- 
ful, in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  to 
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them.  Thus,  by  their  good  behaviour, 
they  will  honor  their  parents. 

Let  me  illustrate  this  point.  Sup- 
pose that  any  one  of  my  young  readers 
had  been  behaving  improperly  among 
neighbors,  or  strangers.  Suppose  he 
had  been  calling  hard  names,  indulging 
in  anger,  or  revenge.  Suppose  he  had 
been  contending  with  his  playmates, 
treating  persons  with  disrespect,  mimick- 
ing a  poor,  decrepit,  or  insane  person, 
telling  a  falsehood,  or  taking  the  name 
of  God  in  vain.  Now,  suppose  some 
person,  who  had  been  noticing  this  con- 
duct, should  inquire,  Whose  child  is 
that?  To  what  family  does  that  un- 
lovely boy  or  girl  belong  ?  Who  of  you 
would  not  be  ashamed  to  let  him  know  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  suppose  your  con- 
duct had  been  so  good  as  to  attract  the 
notice  of  some  person,  and  lead  him  to 
inquire,     What  lovely    child   is    that? 
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Who  are  his  parents  ?  Would  you  not 
be  perfectly  willing  that  he  should  know? 
Now,  why  this  difference?  In  the  first 
instance,  you  would  feel  it  to  be  a  dis- 
grace to  them — in  this,  an  honor. 

And  here  let  me  remind  you,  that 
when  you  honor  your  parents,  you  honor 
yourself.  And  when  you  disgrace  them, 
you  disgrace  yourself.  Your  good  name 
and  theirs  are  very  intimately  connect- 
ed. This  will  be  always  true,  unless  it 
is  understood  that  you  have  been  un- 
grateful and  disobedient ;  that  you  have 
despised  instruction  and  reproof,  and 
resisted  the  influence  of  a  good  exam- 
ple. Then,  the  disgrace  will  fall 
wholly  upon  yourself.  Your  parents 
will  still  be  honored.  Not,  indeed,  by 
your  conduct,  but  for  their  known  good 
qualities,  and  their  efforts  to  do  you 
good,  and  to  make  you  respectable. 
And  you  will  be  despised,  not  only  for 
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your  evil  conduct  itself,  but,  for  your 
obstinacy,  in  refusing  to  be  led  into  the 
path  of  duty.  Few  children  and  youth, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  realize,  as  they  ought, 
the  double  disgrace  which  they  bring 
upon  themselves,  by  refusing  good  in- 
struction. O,  the  folly  of  those  children 
and  youth,  who  imagine  that  they  shall 
be  honored,  in  proportion  as  they  break 
away  from  parental  counsel  and  re- 
straint ! 

But  children  are  sometimes  so  unfor- 
tunate, as  not  to  be  favored  with  parents, 
who  carefully  train  them  up  in  the  w^ay 
in  which  they  should  go.  Perhaps  these 
parents  are  ignorant,  and  do  not  under- 
stand, or  realize,  as  they  should,  their 
duty  to  those  whom  God  has  committed 
to  their  care.  Or,  they  are  idle,  intem- 
perate, or  vicious.  Perhaps  they  take 
the  name  of  God  in  vain.  They  do  not 
"remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it 
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holy/'  They  neglect  the  study  of  the 
Bible  and  prayer.  Possibly  they  have, 
in  a  great  measure,  forfeited  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  their  neighbors,  and  of 
society. 

The  situation  of  the  children  of  such 
parents  is,  indeed,  trying.  They  really 
deserve  our  sympathy.  Still,  their  case 
is  far  from  being  hopeless.  They  may 
yet  be  a  crown  to  their  parents.  For 
few,  if  any,  are  so  abandoned,  as  not  to 
wish  that  their  children  should  be  re- 
spected. They  delight  in  the  good  name 
of  their  children.  They  feel  honored  by 
it.  And  are  they  not  in  reality  honored 
by  it  ?  We  will  suppose  two  families. 
All  the  members  of  one  are  vicious.  Of 
the  other,  the  parents  only  are  vicious, 
while  the  children  are  virtuous  and  re- 
spected. Would  not  the  parents  of  the 
virtuous  children  be  more  respected; 
or  rather,  would  they  not  be  less  dis- 
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graced,  than  the  parents  of  the  vicious 
children?     In  other  words,  would  not     j 
the  parents,  in  some  measure,  be  hon- 
ored for  the  children's  sake  ? 

Moreover,  good  children  will  usually 
exert  a  restraining,  elevating  and  purify- 
ing influence  over  their  parents.  How 
often  has  the  intemperate  father  been 
affected  to  tears,  as  he  reflected  on  the 
influence  of  his  conduct  upon  the  char- 
acter and  destiny  of  his  lovely,  rising 
family !  How  often,  in  his  sober  mo- 
ments, has  he  thought,  and  spoken,  of 
the  disgrace  which  he  was  bringing 
upon  them !  How  often  has  he  uttered 
his  resolution  to  reform,  and  thus  save 
them  from  their  degradation!  Yea, 
how  often  has  such  a  consideration 
induced  thorough  reformation ! 

And,  in  general,  how  often  have  the 
example  and  entreaty  of  good  children, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,   restrained 
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vicious  parents !  How  many,  who  once 
were  exceedingly  degraded,  have  thus 
been  effectually  reformed,  and  are  now 
blessing  God  for  the  salutary  influence, 
which  their  virtuous  and  pious  children 
have  exerted  upon  them  !  And  how 
many  more,  have  we  reason  to  hope, 
will  be  constrained  to  do  it,  both  in  time 
and  in  eternity,  as  children  become 
more  and  more  sensible  of  their  obliga- 
tions to  ungodly  parents,  and  more  faith- 
ful in  the  discharge  of  their  filial  duties  ! 
Will  not  such  children  be  an  everlasting 
crown  to  their  parents  ? 

But,  in  order  thus  to  crown  their  pa- 
rents, such  children  have  a  great  w^ork 
to  perform.  They  must  be  very  dutiful 
and  kind.  They  must,  promptly  and 
cheerfully,  obey  them.  They  must  pa- 
tiently endure  their  privations  and  hard- 
ships. They  must,  if  need  be,  suffer 
WTong,  without  a  murmur  or  complaint. 
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If  their  parents  are  irritable,  they  must 
be  meek ;  if  cruel  and  severe,  they 
must  be  kind  and  gentle. 

By  persevering  in  such  a  course,  they 
would,  ordinarily,  sooner  or  later,  be 
instrumental  in  carrying  conviction  to 
the  parent,  and  bringing  him  broken- 
hearted to  the  cross  of  Christ.  Thus 
they  would  not  only  be  his  crown  in  this 
life,  but  they  would  be  the  humble  instru- 
ments of  obtaining  for  him  a  crown  of 
glory  in  heaven.  And  would  not  this 
abundantly  compensate  them  for  all  their 
patience  and  suffering  1  Or,  if  they 
should  fail  of  saving  their  parent,  they 
would  secure  the  approbation  of  God, 
and  the  salvation  of  their  own  souls. 
Whereas,  should  they  shrink  from  their 
duty,  they  would  contribute  to  the  eternal 
ruin,  both  of  themselves  and  their  parents. 

Let  the  children  of  such  parents  never 
lose  sight  of  the  truth,  that  they  need 
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much  humility,  much  of  the  wisdom 
which  is  from  above,  and  is  profitable  to 
direct;  and  that  this  wisdom  can  be 
obtained,  only  by  humble,  fervent  and 
importunate  prayer.  They  must  then 
"  pray  without  ceasing."  Said  our 
Saviour,  "Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive." 
And  the  apostle  James,  "  If  any  man 
lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that 
giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  up- 
braideth  not ;  and  it  shall  be  given  him." 
But  I  am  reminded  of  the  affecting 
truth,  that  many  children  and  youth 
have  lost  their  parents.  Of  course, 
they  cannot  be  a  crown  to  them,  unless 
it  be  by  causing  their  good  name  to  be 
handed  down  to  posterity.  And  this,  I 
think,  is  worthy  of  consideration ;  though 
the  parents  cannot  be  benefited  by  it. 
Still,  is  it  not  desirable  that  their  names 
should  be  honored,  rather  than  dis- 
graced, by  those  who  come  after  them  1 
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Besides,  multitudes,  by  their  character 
and  productions,  exert  an  influence  on 
others  after  their  own  death.  And  is 
not  this  influence  sometimes  affected  by 
the  character  of  their  children  ? 

But  my  object,  in  introducing  this 
point,  is,  to  impress  upon  orphans,  their 
obligations  to  their  benefactors.  Though 
they  are  left  without  parents,  they  still 
have  guardians.  They  have  relatives 
and  friends,  who  have  done  much  for 
them.  These  friends  still  feel  a  deep 
interest  in  them  ;  and  if  they  appreciate  ^ 
their  kindness,  are  disposed  to  do  still 
more  for  them.  To  these,  my  orphan 
reader,  you  may  be  a  crown.  They 
will  feel  honored  by  your  good  conduct, 
or  tried  and  disgraced  by  your  evil 
conduct.  And  you  are  under  obligations 
to  them  as  greats  if  possible,  greater^ 
than  you  would  have  been  to  your 
parents,  had  they  been  spared  to  you. 
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For,  these  persons  have  pitied  you  in 
your  misfortune.  They  have  relieved 
you  in  distress.  They  have  manifested 
a  deep  and  tender  interest  in  your 
welfare.  They  have,  so  far  as  in  their 
power,  taken  the  place  of  your  parents. 

Does  not  kindness  like  tliis  demand 
a  suitable  return  ?  And  would  not  he, 
who  should  fail  to  act  the  part  of  a  child 
towards  such  benefactors,  be  guilty  of 
vile  ingratitude  ? 

Before  dismissing  this  subject,  I 
cannot  but  remark  on  the  guilt  and 
danger  of  refusing,  or  neglecting,  to 
honor  parents  and  grand-parents.  For, 
many  young  people  appear  to  forget 
how  much  they  owe  them,  especially  in 
the  decline  of  life.     Instead  of  esteeminor 

o 

it  a  privilege,  to  return  the  kindness 
shown  to  them  in  their  infancy  and 
childhood,  they  are  prone  to  think  their 
aged     parents     and    grand-parents    a 
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burden.  Sometimes  they  are  so  wicked, 
as  to  wish  that  God  would  take  them 
out  of  the  world.  Some  even  treat 
them  with  neglect  and  contempt.  They 
despise  the  hoary  head.  They  resemble 
those  of  old,  who  said  to  the  prophet 
of  the  Lord,  "  Go  up,  thou  bald  head ; 
go  up,  thou  bald  head,"  But  God  was 
greatly  displeased  with  their  conduct, 
and  sent  two  bears  out  of  the  wood  to 
destroy  them.  And  he  always,  sooner 
or  later,  punishes  wicked  children,  unless 
they  repent. 

It  is  the  united  testimony  of  observing 
persons,  that  ungrateful  and  disobedient 
children  do  not  prosper  in  life,  as  do 
those  that  are  kind  and  dutiful.  I  will 
state  a  few  reasons  for  this. 

First'.  If  children  disregard  the 
feelings  and  wishes  of  parents,  they 
will,  probably,  acquire  the  habit  of  dis- 
regarding the  feelings   and   wishes   of 
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Others  about  them.  Of  course,  they 
will  be  less  esteemed  by  them,  than 
they  would  otherwise  be.  They  will, 
also,  be  in  danger  of  transgressing  the 
laws  of  the  land,  in  which  they  dwell. 
For,  when  a  person  has  broken  away 
from  parental  restraint,  he  is  in  great 
danger  of  breaking  away  from  all 
restraint.  And  when  overtaken  by  the 
strong  arm  of  the  law,  he  must  suffer 
the  penalty  of  transgression.  Many  a 
criminal,  at  the  bar,  or  on  the  gallows, 
has  confessed  that  his  career  of  infamy 
began  in  disobedience  to  parents. 

Again ;  if  children  neglect  their 
parents,  and  leave  them  to  want,  it  will 
be  noticed  by  those  about  them.  Of 
course,  should  they  ever  be  reduced  to 
v»^ant,  others  will  be  less  disposed  to 
assist  them.  Their  unkindness  to  their 
parents  will  often  be  urged  as  a  reason, 
why  they  themselves  should  be,  in  a 
6 
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manner,  neglected.  And  is  not  this 
a  very  natural  consequence  of  such 
conduct.  Moreover,  when  they  them- 
selves  become  parents,  their  children 
v^ill  probably  notice  their  conduct,  and 
imitate  it.  Consequently,  in  their  turn, 
they  will  experience,  from  their  children, 
treatment  similar  to  what  they  now  offer 
to  their  parents.  So  speedily  does 
retribution,  in  this  case,  follow  trans- 
gression. 

Once  more ;  God,  in  his  providence, 
does  not  permit  them  to  prosper  in  life, 
as  he  does  those  who  are  dutiful  and 
kind.  "Honor  thy  father  and  thy 
mother,''  is  the  condition,  on  which  he 
allows  them  to  hope  for  long  life  and 
prosperity.  Again;  "The  eye  that 
mocketh  at  his  father,  and  despiseth  to 
obey  his  mother,  the  ravens  of  the  valley 
shall  pick  it  out,  and  the  young  eagles 
shall   eat   it."         They    that   dishonor 
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their  parents,  shall  be  set  up  as  monu- 
ments of  God's  vengeance ;  they  shall 
be  hanged  in  chains,  as  it  were,  for  the 
birds  of  prey  to  pick  out  their  eyes, 
those  eyes  with  which  they  looked  so 
scornfully  on  their  good  parents.  If 
men  do  not  punish  undutiful  children, 
God  will,  and  will  load  those  with  the 
greatest  infamy,  that  conduct  t^iemselves 
haughtily  towards  their  parents."  With 
sentiments  like  these,  the  most  careful 
observers  of  mankind,  have  been  most 
deeply  impressed. 

This  is  crowning  parents  with  sorrow 
— children  with  disgrace  and  ruin.  But 
I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  painful  theme. 
I  trust  that  all  my  young  readers  will 
prefer  to  crov^n  their  parents  with  honor 
— themselves  with  respect.  Then  may 
both  parents  and  children  rejoice  to- 
gether. Together  may  they  share  in 
that  final  coronation,  which  we  are  now 
to  describe. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

FINAL  CORONATION  OF  CHRISTIANS. 

There  is  one  more  coronation,  to 
which  I  invite  the  particular  attention  of 
my  readers.  It  is  unlike  any  that  has 
been  described.  It  is  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  all  others.  And  it  is  one 
in  which  all,  who  comply  with  the 
conditions,  will  be  permitted  to  share  a 
part.  I  refer  to  the  final  coronation 
of  the  Christian — his  final  reward  for 
serving  God,  believing  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  doing  good  to  his 
fellow-creatures  while  on  earth. 

But  let  me  first  remark,  briefly,  on 
the  coronation   which  Christians   may 
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receive  while  on  earth.  They  may 
crown  each  other.  The  apostle  Paul 
calls  the  Philippian  Christians  his  "joy 
and  crown."  He  also  asks  the  Thes- 
salonians,  "For  what  is  our  hope,  or 
joy,  or  crown  of  rejoicing  ?  Are  not 
even  ye  in  the  presence  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  at  his  coming?  For  ye 
are  our  glory  and  joy."  When  they 
were  sinners,  he  had  toiled  to  bring 
them  to  Christ.  They  were  witnesses 
for  his  fidelity  to  his  Master,  and  to 
their  souls.  And,  in  proportion  as  they 
exhibited  the  fruits  of  faith  and  love, 
they  were  an  honor — an  ornament  to 
him,  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  Thus 
were  they  his  crown  on  earth.  Are 
they  not — will  they  not  for  ever  be,  gems 
in  his  crown  of  glory  in  heaven  ? 

Every  Christian   may   labor  to    win 
such   a  crovra.      Yea,   if  faithful   and 
devoted,  may  he  not  obtain  it  ?     May 
6'^ 
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not  every  one  be  instrumental,  in  leading 
some  precious  soul  into  the  fold  of 
Christ  ?  And  will  not  the  godly  life  of 
that  soul  be  a  crown  to  him  ?  Surely 
none  need  despair  of  such  a  crown. 
So,  if  Christians  encourage  and  assist 
each  other  on  their  way  to  glory,  are 
they  not  each  other's  honor — each 
other's  crown  ? 

All  Christians  will  be  finally  crowned 
in  heaven.  Paul  looked  forward  to  this 
coronation,  when  he  exclaimed,  "I 
have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have 
finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the 
faith :  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for 
me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  w^hich  the 
Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  me 
at  that  day ;  and  not  to  me  only,  but 
unto  all  them  also  that  love  his  appear- 
ing." Peter,  exhorting  the  ministers  of 
the  gospel  to  fidelity,  says  for  their 
encouragement,  "And  when  the  chief 
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Shepherd  shall  appear,  ye  shall  receive 
a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away." 
Our  Saviour,  in  his  message  to  one  of 
the  churches,  says,  "Be  thou  faithful 
unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown 
of  life."  John,  in  one  of  his  visions, 
saw  a  throne  in  heaven,  on  which  sat 
our  Lord.  "And  round  about  the 
throne  were  four  and  twenty  seats ;  and 
upon  the  seats  I  saw  four  and  twenty 
elders  sitting,  clothed  in  white  raiment ; 
and  they  had  on  their  heads  crowns 
of  gold."  These  elders  appear  to  be 
designed  as  representatives  of  the 
church.  "And  their  crowns  are  an 
earnest  of  their  eternal  glory."     For, 

Soon  we  find  these  elders  singing  a 
new  song,  saying,  "Thou  art  worthy 
to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  seals 
thereof:  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast 
redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood 
out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and 
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people,  and  nation ;  and  hast  made  us 
unto  our  God  kings  and  priests :  and 
we  shall  reign  on  the  earth." 

Again;  "And  I  saw  thrones,  and 
they  sat  upon  them,  and  judgment  w^as 
given  unto  them :  and  I  saw  the  souls 
of  them  that  were  beheaded  for  the 
witness  of  Jesus,  and  for  the  word  of 
God,  and  which  had  not  worshipped 
the  beast,  neither  his  image,  neither  had 
received  his  mark  upon  their  foreheads, 
or  in  their  hands ;  and  they  lived  and 
reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand  years." 
Here,  all  true  Christians  are  spoken  of, 
in  distinction  from  the  rest  of  mankind. 
And,  if  they  reign  with  Christ,  during 
that  period,  will  they  not  for  ever  ?  Hear 
what  the  revelator  again  says.  "And 
there  shall  be  no  more  curse:  but  the 
throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb  shall  be 
in  it ;  and  his  servants  shall  serve  him : 
and  they  shall   see  his  face;   and  his 
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name  shall  be  in  their  foreheads — and 
they  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever." 

The  question  now  naturally  arises, 
When  will  this  coronation  take  place? 
To  this  I  reply,  so  far  as  each  individual 
Christian  is  concerned,  it  will  take  place 
at  death.  The  body  will  then  return 
to  its  kindred  dust.  The  soul  will  go 
to  meet  God  and  the  Saviour.  He  wall 
be  welcomed  to  the  joy  of  his  Lord. 
He  will  be  clothed  with  glory,  honor, 
and  immortality.  Yes,  each,  as  he 
arrives  at  the  portals  of  bliss,  is  made  a 
king  and  a  priest  unto  God  and  the 
Lamb.  This,  however,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  only  a  private  coronation. 

The  final  public  coronation  of  the 
Christian  will  take  place  at  "the  day 
of  judgment,  when  God  will  render — to 
them  who  by  patient  continuance  in 
w^ell-doing,  seek  for  glory,  and  honor, 
and  immortality ;  eternal  life."     At  this 
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most  important  of  all  periods,  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  shall  flee  away.  The 
Saviour  shall  come  "  with  clouds ;  and 
every  eye  shall  see  him^  and. they  also 
which  pierced  him."  And  when  he 
shall  thus  come  "  in  his  glory,  and  all 
the  holy  angels  with  him,  then  shall  he 
sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory :  and 
before  him  shall  be  gathered  all  nations : 
and  he  shall  separate  them  one  from 
another,  as  a  shepherd  divideth  his 
sheep  from  the  goats :  and  he  shall  set 
the  sheep  on  his  right  hand,  but  the 
goats  on  the  left.  Then  shall  the  King 
say  unto  them  on  his  right  hand,  Come, 
ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the 
kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world." 

This  will  be  a  public  act.  Before 
the  assembled  universe,  Christ  will 
separate  his  true  disciples  and  followers 
from  his  enemies,  and  welcome  them 
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to  the  kingdom  prepared  for  them.  In 
other  words,  he  will  crown  them.  He 
will  acknowledge  them  as  joint  heirs 
with  him,  "  to  an  inheritance  incor- 
ruptible, and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth 
not  away."  What  a  rich  inheritance ! 
For  Christ  is  a  glorious  king.  Such 
he  will  constitute  them.  He  is  to  reign 
for  ever  and  ever.  "  And  of  his  kingdom 
there  shall  be  no  end."  His  dominion 
is  made  sure.  And  they  will  reign  wdth 
him.  For,  "if  children,  then  heirs: 
heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  with 
Christ." 

Shall  we,  for  a  moment,  contemplate 
the  condition  of  the  saints  in  glory. 
None  shall  be  able  to  pluck  the  crown 
from  their  heads.  None  will  be  per- 
mitted to  do  the  least  injury  to  any  who 
wear  it.  Death  can  never  deprive  them 
of  it.  For  death  will  be  a  vanquished 
foe.     Yea,  he  will  be  utterly  destroyed. 
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Sorrow  and  disappointment,  pain  and 
sickness,  shall  never  invade  their  happy 
kingdom.  All  will  be  "  arrayed  in 
white  robes."  Palms  of  victory  will  be 
in  their  hands.  They  will  be  permitted 
to  enter  the  pearly  gates,  and  for  ever 
walk  the  golden  streets  of  the  New 
Jerusalem.  For  ever  will  they  dwell  in 
the  presence  of  God  and  the  Lamb. 
For  ever  will  they  tune  their  golden 
harps  in  praise.  For  ever  will  they 
shout,  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was 
slain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and 
wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor,  and 
glory,  and  blessing."  "Blessing,  and 
honor,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto 
him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and 
unto  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever." 

In  the  language  of  another.  "  Never 
shall  night  be  known  there.  All  need 
of  sleep,  all  weariness  will  eternally  flee. 
Every  soul  will  burn  with  pure,  seraphic 
flame  of  love,  and  will  move  in  perfect 
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obedience,  activity  and  perseverance ; 
while  nothing  can  be  there  which 
defileth,  or  maketh  a  lie,  and  none  but 
those  whose  names  are  in  the  book  of 
life.  Nothing  will  ever  disturb  their 
bliss,  or  endanger  their  glories.  The 
wicked  have  ceased  from  troubling, 
and  the  weary  are  at  rest.  Every  wish 
will  be  accomplished,  and  the  boundless 
craving  of  every  soul  filled  in  God. 
Streams  of  his  heavenly  love  will  flow 
into  their  souls,  as  from  an  eternal, 
inexhaustible  fountain.  Their  union  and 
fellowship  with  angels  will  be  perfect, 
and  most  delightful.  And  their  knowl- 
edge and  fellowship  with  all  the  holy 
family  of  men,  will  be  perfect,  and  most 
enrapturing.  Their  union  in  songs  of 
praise, 

'  When  all  the  chosen  race 

Shall  meet  around  the  throne, 

Shall  bless  the  conduct  of  his  grace, 

And  make  his  glories  known,' 

7 
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will  constitute  a  heaven  indeed.  Their 
songs  for  ever  will  be  new,  and  rich ; 
for  ever  will  their  holy  souls  flow  forth  in 
acts  of  purest  love,  and  holy  praise. 
Length  of  time  will  never  abate,  but 
increase  their  glories.  Their  powers 
will  enlarge,  and  will  lead  them  to 
perceive  new  glories  in  God,  in  his 
perfections  and  works,  in  his  great  work 
of  redemption,  and  all  his  plans  of 
providence  to  fulfil  and  perfect  it." 

May  we  all  indeed  share  a  part  in  this 
most  glorious  of  all  coronations?  May 
we  participate  in  all  the  rich  privileges, 
all  the  glories,  all  the  felicity  which  it 
confers  ?  Then,  how  unlike  every  other 
kind  of  coronation  !  There,  at  best,  few 
can  be  crowned.  However  earnestly 
they  seek,  most,  of  necessity,  must  be 
disappointed.  And  even  those  who 
succeed,  in  obtaining  a  "corruptible 
crown,"  are  poorly  rewarded  for  their 
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anxiety,  toil,  and  pain.     They  find  that 
they  have  been  pursuing  a  shadow. 

Could  all  those,  who  have  ever 
obtained  a  material  crown,  now  speak 
to  us,  and  honestly  relate  their  experi- 
ence in  this  respect,  would  they  not, 
with  one  accord,  say.  Vanity  of  vanities ! 
A  delusion !  A  cheat !  A  farce  !  And 
how  many  would  exclaim,  Alas!  in  my 
attempt  to  obtain  a  temporal^  I  have  lost 
the  eternal  crown !  O !  that  I  had 
sought  the  crown  of  glory — an  eternal 
inheritance  among  the  saints !  But  now 
it  is  too  late !     I  am  ruined — for  ever 

RUINED  !       Lost FOR  EVER  LOST  ! 

But,  of  my  readers,  none,  probably, 
have  any  expectation  of  obtaining  a 
material  crown.  Few,  it  is  presumed, 
even  desire  it.  Still,  there  is  great 
danger  of  desiring,  and  earnestly  seeking, 
something  equally  vain,  equally  w^orth- 
less,  equally  ruinous  to  the  soul.     The 
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riches,  the  pleasures,  the  honors,  the 
amusements,  the  flattering  and  deceitful 
prospects,  the  vanities  of  the  world,  are 
all  essentially  alike.  A  person  may  as 
well  place  one  as  another^  or  even  all 
these,  in  competition  with  the  interests 
of  his  soul.  And  he  w^ho  seeks  any  one 
of  them,  to  the  neglect  of  his  spiritual 
welfare,  in  reality  seeks  his  own  eternal 
ruin.  The  lover  of  gain  may,  indeed, 
wonder  that  any  man  should  toil  un- 
ceasingly, and  sacrifice  time  and  prop- 
erty, to  obtain  honor,  power,  a  kingly 
sceptre.  And  the  latter  may  wonder, 
that  the  miser  should  toil,  and  freely 
forego  the  comforts,  conveniences,  and 
even  necessaries  of  life,  for  gold.  The 
votary  of  ease  and  pleasure  may  wonder 
equally  at  both.  Yet,  in  reality,  are 
not  all  essentially  alike?  Are  they  not 
equally  foolish,  equally  presumptuous, 
equally  mad?     Is  there  any  thing  on 
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earth  worth  seeking — worth  earnestly 
striving  for — any  thing  worth  making 
sacrifices  for,  in  comparison  with  the 
crown  of  righteousness — the  crown  of 
glory? 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

PREPARATION  FOR  THE  FINAL  CORONATION^ 

On'e  Other  point  claims  our  attention, 
before  we  close.  It  is  this.  What 
preparation  is  requisite,  in  order  to  share 
a  part  in  the  final  coronation?  A 
question  of  infinite  importance  this,  to 
each  one  of  us ;  since  a  mistake  here 
must  be  fatal.  A  person  cannot  even 
be  crowned  temporally,  certainly  not 
rightfully^  without  the  requisite  character 
— without  suitable  preparation. 

He  who  is  crowned  king,  must  be 
the  rightful  heir  to  the  throne,  or  he  is 
an  usurper.  And,  if  he  be  an  usurper, 
he   exposes  himself   to    the    dreadful 
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consequences  of  his  crime.  If,  in  his 
attempt  to  secure  a  crown,  he  sheds 
the  blood  of  those  entitled  to  it,  he  has 
reason  to  fear  and  tremble,  lest  his  own 
blood  be  shed  in  return.  Even  the 
rightful  heir  to  a  throne,  must  be 
crowned  in  a  legal  and  proper  manner, 
else  his  coronation  is  not  valid. 

In  the  Grecian  games,  as  was  noticed 
in  the  proper  place,  none  could  be 
crowned  who  did  not  strive  lawfully. 
The  fact  itself  of  his  being  victor,  entitled 
none  to  the  reward.  The  manner  of 
obtaining  the  victory — the  character  of 
the  successful  competitor,  must  be 
considered. 

Thg  office  of  high  priest  must  be  filled 
by  the  proper  person.  He  must  be 
washed  and  purified,  before  he  could 
receive  the  holy  crown. 

Our  Saviour  must  suffer  death  on  the 
cross,  and  rise  from  the  dead,  before  he 
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could  be  crowned  with  glory  and  honon 
He  must,  by  his  own  blood,  make 
atonement  for  sin,  in  order  to  open  the 
way  for  pardon,  salvation,  and  final 
coronation  with  him,  of  those  who  are 
to  be  joint  heirs  with  him  to  his  king- 
dom. 

Parents  cannot  reasonably  expect  to 
be  crowned  by  their  children,  unless 
they  train  them  up  in  the  way  in  which 
they  should  go — give  them  good 
instruction,  set  before  them  a  good 
example,  and  exercise  over  them  proper 
authority  and  restraint.  Nor  can  chil- 
dren be  crowns  to  their  parents,  unless 
they  carefully  attend  to,  and  profit  by, 
the  instructions  which  they  receive. 

Just  so  it  is  with  the  crown  of  glory 
in  heaven.  If  we  w^ould  obtain  it,  we 
must  live  for  it.  We  must  earnestly 
strive  for  it.  We  must,  in  heart,  be 
prepared  to  receive  and  enjoy  it. 
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Would  we  be  joint  heirs  with  Christ 
ahove^  we  must  love  and  serve  him  here 
helow.  Would  w^e  enjoy  his  presence 
in  heaven,  we  must  commune  wath  him, 
and  live  for  him,  on  earth.  Would  we 
be  owned  of  him,  before  his  Father  and 
all  the  holy  angels,  we  must  own  him 
before  an  ungodly  and  hostile  world. 
Would  we  reign  with  him,  we  must  first 
be  willing  to  suffer  wath,  and  for  him. 
We  must  deny  ourselves,  take  up  our 
cross,  and  follow  him.  We  must,  if 
need  be,  endure  shame  and  reproach 
for  his  sake.  Such  are  the  conditions 
w^hich  he  has  proposed,  and  with  them 
w^e  must  cheerfully  comply.  "For 
whosoever  shall  be  ashamed  of  me,  and 
of  my  words,  of  him  shall  the  Son  of 
man  be  ashamed,  when  he  shall  come 
in  his  own  glory,  and  in  his  Father's, 
and  of  the  holy  angels."  In  a  word, 
would  we  be  heirs  of  his  kingdom,  we 
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must   love   him,  and  devote  ourselves 
supremely  to  him  and  his  cause. 

But,  love  for  Christ  and  his  cause  is 
not  natural  to  man.  Hence,  the  prophet 
Isaiah  says  concerning  him,  "  For  he 
shall  grow  up  before  him  as  a  tender 
plant,  and  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground : 
he  hath  no  form  or  comeliness;  and 
M^hen  we  shall  see  him,  there  is  no 
beauty  that  we  should  desire  him.  He 
is  despised  and  rejected  of  men ;  a  man 
of  sorrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief: 
and  we  hid  as  it  were  our  faces  from 
him  ;  he  was  despised,  and  we  esteemed 
him  not."  Our  Saviour  says  to  his 
disciples,  "If  the  world  hate  you,  ye 
know  that  it  hated  me  before  it  hated 
you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world 
would  love  his  own ;  but  because  ye  are 
not  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen  you 
out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world 
hateth    you."     And   the   apostle   Paul 
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says,  "  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against 
God  ;  for  it  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of 
God,  neither  indeed  can  be." 

And,  is  not  this  divine  testimony  to 
the  natural  character  of  man,  confirmed 
by  universal  observation  and  experience? 
Look  at  mankind  in  general.  Look  at 
youth.  Look  even  at  litde  children. 
Do  they  really  love  the  character  of 
Christ  ?  Do  they  manifest  a  deep  and 
lively  interest  in  his  cause  ?  Do  their 
thoughts  and  affections  appear  to  centre 
supremely  on  him  ?  Are  their  hearts 
engaged  in  the  duties  and  privileges  of 
religion  ?  Do  they  truly  delight  in 
prayer,  and  in  communion  with  God 
and  the  Saviour  ?  Are  they  happy  in 
the  society,  and  the  pure  and  heavenly 
conversation  of  devoted  Christians? 
Do  their  first  thoughts  and  desires,  in 
the  morning,  go  out  after  God  and  the 
Saviour.     Do   they  render  their  daily 
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tribute  of  gratitude  to  God,  for  his 
preserving  goodness,  and  implore  his 
protection,  guidance  and  assistance  1 
Do  they  delight  to  study  and  meditate 
on  the  instructions  and  example  of 
Christ?  Do  they  earnestly  strive  to 
imitate  that  example?  Do  they  think 
much,  and  with  satisfaction,  of  the 
Divine  character,  government,  and  re- 
quirements ?  Do  they  "  delight  in  the 
law  of  God,  after  the  inward  man?*' 
Do  they  truly  repent  of  all  sin,  and 
implore  pardon  through  the  atonement 
of  Christ  ?  Are  they  humble  for  their 
short  comings  in  duty  ?  And  do  they 
strive  after  perfect  conformity  to  the  law 
of  God,  and  the  precepts  and  example 
of  the  Saviour  ?  Certainly  they  do  not. 
We  see,  then,  the  force  of  the  decla- 
ration of  our  Saviour  to  Nicodemus, 
**  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  except 
^  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the 
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kingdom  of  God."  And  also  of  Paul's 
declaration  to  the  Corinthians,  "  There- 
fore, if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a 
new  creature :  old  things  are  passed 
away ;  behold,  all  things  are  become 
new.''  Old  thoughts  and  feelings,  old 
purposes  and  desires,  old  principles  and 
practices,  are  laid  aside.  And  new 
principles  and  rules  of  action,  new  af- 
fections and  desires,  new  motives  and 
conduct,  succeed.  Instead  of  loving 
himself,  he  now  loves  God.  Instead  of 
devoting  himself  to  this  world,  he  is 
devoted  to  Christ.  Instead  of  laying 
up  his  treasure  on  earth,  he  lays  it  up 
in  heaven.  He  now  loves  holiness, 
which  he  before  hated.  He  now  hates 
and  forsakes  sin,  which,  before,  he  loved 
and  cherished. 

The   evidence   of  this  change — the 
evidence  of  love  to  Christ,  is  uniform  and 
cheerful  obedience  to  his  requirements. 
8 


82  PREPARATION   FOR    THE 

"  If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  command- 
ments." Again ;  "  If  a  man  love  me, 
he  will  keep  my  words."  "  This  is  the 
only  proper  evidence  of  love  to  Jesus ; 
for  mere  profession  is  not  love.  The 
evidence  which  we  have  that  a  child 
loves  his  parent,  is  when  that  child  is 
willing  without  hesitation,  gainsaying,  or 
murmuring,  to  do  all  that  the  parent 
requires  him  to  do.  So  the  apostles 
and  all  disciples  were  required  to  show 
that  they  were  attached  to  him  su- 
premely, by  yielding  to  all  his  require- 
ments, and  in  the  face  of  all  ridicule  and 
opposition  patiently  to  do  his  will." 

Such  is  the  preparation  requisite  to 
the  enjoyment  of  a  part  in  the  final 
coronation.  And  now,  dear  reader,  let 
me  ask.  Have  you  made  it  ?  Are  you 
now  making  it?  Will  you  make  it? 
"  Marvel  not  that  I  said  unto  thee,  ye 
must  be  born  again."    Remember  that 
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unless  you  are  prepared  to  hear  the 
welcome  of  the  Saviour,  "Come,  ye 
blessed,"  you  will  be  obliged  to  hear  the 
sentence,  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed, 
into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels/' 
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All  hail,  the  great  Immanuel's  name  ! 

Let  angels  prostrate  fall : 
Bring  forth  the  royal  diadem, 

And  crown  him  Lord  of  all. 

Crown  him,  ye  martyrs  of  our  God, 

Who  from  his  altar  call ; 
Praise  him  who  shed  for  you  his  blood, 

And  crown  him  Lord  of  all. 

Ye  chosen  seed  of  Israel's  race, 
A  remnant  weak  and  small. 

Hail  him  who  saves  you  by  his  grace, 
And  crown  him  Lord  of  all. 

Ye  gentile  sinners,  ne'er  forget 
The  wormwood  and  the  gall ; 

Go  spread  your  trophies  at  his  feet, 
And  crown  him  Lord  of  all. 

Let  every  kindred — every  tribe, 

On  this  terrestrial  ball. 
To  him  all  majesty  ascribe. 

And  crown  him  Lord  of  all. 

O  !  that  with  yonder  sacred  throng, 

We  at  his  feet  may  fall ; 
And  join  the  everlasting  song. 

And  crown  him  Lord  of  all. 
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